
Dear Friend:

We need your support now more than ever. The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in John Paul II Medical Research Institute 
(JP2MRI) seeing a decrease in donations, just like many other non-profit organizations across the country. However, despite 
the drop in donations during the pandemic, there is exciting news for us to report. You will recall that our financial goal for 
the 2020 “Campaign for Cures” is to raise at least $325,000. These funds are being used to help pay the costs of creating an 
ethically derived COVID-19 vaccine. To date, the Institute has only raised a little over $125,000 towards our goal. This 
newsletter provides an update on our medical research and highlights our plans for the coming years. JP2MRI has been busy 
this year not only working on developing new treatments and cures for its therapeutic priorities (oncology, neurodegenerative 
diseases, rare diseases and common underperformed diseases), but we have incurred additional expenses in response to the 
pandemic as we develop definitive therapies against COVID-19 and future novel coronaviruses. 
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JP2MRI is the Only Organization Developing an Attenuated Live COVID-19 Vaccine

While the government’s “Operation Warp Speed” is spending billions of dollars to develop several vaccines against 
COVID-19, most are not aware that some of these vaccines are manufactured with aborted fetal cells. More 
importantly, these vaccines are based on unproven methods - the same approaches that were tried and failed after the 
SARS outbreak in 2002. Additionally, no one knows how long these vaccines will provide protection. Many 
virologists have raised concerns that the U.S. is placing its financial resources towards vaccine methods that have a 
very poor track record of prior success, while ignoring more established vaccine developmental approaches utilizing 
inactivated or killed virus vaccines (e.g. influenza) and live-attenuated virus vaccines (e.g. polio and small pox). 
Inactivated and attenuated live virus vaccines provide more long-term immunity. JP2MRI recently raised these 
concerns with representatives at “Operation Warp Speed” but were told that their rationale stems from an urgency to 
deliver a vaccine quickly. This short-sighted concern by our government is compounded by the fact that China is 
developing traditional vaccines. Should China succeed in their vaccine development and the U.S. fail, it will have far 
reaching implications to our country. Since our last newsletter in June, I am pleased to report that JP2MRI has already 
made progress at record pace and under budget in creating the cell lines that will be used for vaccine development. 
Attenuated live vaccines are the gold standard and, to the best of our knowledge, JP2MRI is the only organization that 
is developing an attenuated live vaccine. Your financial support will be critical to help us reach our milestones and 
offer an ethical and effective vaccine to not only prevent the spread of COVID-19 but to help create definitive 
technologies to address future pandemics from novel coronaviruses. If successful, the vaccine will be released to be 
manufactured and distributed to the world.

Exciting News on JP2MRI’s Research to End the Need for Embryonic Stem Cells

Donor support through the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge helped develop the next generation of induced pluripotent stem 
cells (iPSC), which eliminate the infectious risk and reduce the tumor risk posed by conventional iPSC. This work 
represented a collaboration among several organizations including JP2MRI, Cellular Engineering Technologies (CET) 
and the University of Iowa and was published in Future Science Open Access and Regenerative Medicine. This 
research was a milestone which received international recognition for solving major safety issues associated with 
pluripotent stem cells. Recently, CET was awarded a Phase 2 SBIR grant in August from the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) to advance large scale production of our iPSC technology that could help deliver personalized medicine 
and advance drug discovery and cell therapies for clinical conditions that include neurodegenerative diseases such as
ALS, Parkinson’s Disease and Alzheimer’s Disease. This NIH grant will also help fund important clinical research 
that JP2MRI will assist with on this project.   
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The Institute needs to expand and take a leadership role in clinical research and FDA-regulatory activities. It is 
anticipated that the Institute will need to raise $3.1 million dollars over the next 5 years ($623,000 per year) from 
small donors, which will be leveraged with matching funds from private-public sources. Your support in this stage 
will play a pivotal role in helping JP2MRI advance clinical research and offer hope to those who are courageously 
battling currently incurable and unmet diseases. To learn more, please visit www.jp2mri.org and follow our regular 
updates on Facebook. Thank you.

Kind regards and God Bless,

Creating Next Generation Universal Adult Stem Cell Therapies for Chronic Diseases

While adult stem cells from bone marrow and cord blood transplants have treated hematological cancers and blood 
disorders, they have failed to achieve consistent efficacy in clinical trials for other diseases. While adult stem cells 
show great promise in mouse models, adult stem cells lose their potency when they are grown to doses required for 
treating patients. The Institute is collaborating with CET to produce the next generation of adult stem cells using 
genetic technologies that will allow large scale production of adult stem cells to maintain consistency and potency. 
The two organization, along with the University of Iowa, recently submitted a NIH grant to advance this work. It is 
anticipated that these universal adult stem cells will treat the Institute’s therapeutic priorities that include rare 
diseases, neurodegenerative diseases, oncology and common unmet and underperformed diseases like juvenile 
diabetes and lung disease. The Institute will be tasked with overseeing the clinical research operation.

The Institute Will Focus on Clinical Research

Over the past 70 years, secularism has influenced the field of biotechnology to the extent that many medicines such 
as cell therapy, gene therapy, biologics and vaccines now conflict with the tenets of the Catholic Church. These 
therapies, many of which are derived from morally illicit cells, threaten the Catholic healthcare system, pro-life 
healthcare providers and patients. For over a half century, established Catholic institutions neglected to offer 
ethical biotechnologies, which could offer hope to patients suffering from incurable diseases. Like the Catholic 
nuns who established Catholic hospitals from humble beginnings over a century ago, JP2MRI started from humble 
beginnings to become a leader in pro-life biotechnology. The Institute has established a track record by developing 
the largest pipeline of adult stem cells and created new technologies that solved previous complex problems while 
spending far less capital – achievements even recognized by the secular scientific community. 


